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A true ‘Phantom of the Lewiston Opera Hall’

BY MICHELLE KRATTS

At one time, they were people.
They lived, loved, breathed — just
as we do. But life is finite and now
they rest on the other side, at the
Village Cemetery.

Of course, once in a while, curi-
osity gets to them, and they can’t
help but peek at us, the living.
They are quiet and mostly unseen.
They only want us to know that, at
one time, they were like us.

And don’t we all have a story?

Perhaps one of the first “phan-
toms” from Lewiston’s past, who
has a story worth telling, is Joseph
Prentice Hewitt, the “father” of
the Opera Hall. Hewitt, contractor,
farmer and lumberman, built the
edifice known as the Opera Hall in
1832, to house a series of stores.
Over the years, it became the real
hub of Lewiston social life. Din-

Joseph Prentice Hewitt rests for all eter-
nity in the Village Cemetery (aka the
Marble Orchard).

Opera Hall is still buzzing with life.
Born in LeRoy, in Genesee County,
on Sept. 20, 1803, to Joseph Hewitt
and Hannah Forsyth, he came to
the area as a small child. At that
time, in the early 1800s, Niagara
County was a wide-open wilder-
ness teeming with deadly snakes
and unknown dangers. The Hewitt
family settled initially on the Ridge
Road. They are forever linked to
the history of the establishment
of Niagara County after an act of
legislature passed on March 11,
1808.

By 1810, the Hewitt fam-
ily moved to Lewiston — where
Joseph stayed until his death. In
1813, when the British set fire to
Lewiston, during the War of 1812,
his family was among those forced
to leave. They took whatever they
could carry and escaped in the

that is where they stayed. On
Dec. 20, 1826, Hewitt was married
to Lydia Waggoner. He spent a life-
time as a gentleman of Lewiston.
He was a large property owner
and had five farms, as well as
village property. Upon his death,
on Aug. 13, 1887, Hewitt left a son
and a daughter. His remains are
buried at the village cemetery.
Joseph P. Hewitt never wanted to
leave Lewiston, it was his home —
and it might be said that his spirit
lives on at the Opera Hall.
Ownership of the building has
changed hands over the years as
peoples’ fortunes came and went.
One of the longest deedholders
was Reuben Moss, for whom the
building was named. It is currently
owned by a small group of inves-
tors, Opera Hall Events LLC, who
have lovingly restored the second

ners, charity events, elegant balls

and lectures were held here.

At one time, Lewiston’s tele-
phone dispatch office was held
on the first floor. A butcher ran
his ghastly trade in the basement
spaces. Secret societies held meet-
ings here. And a few ghost hunts

(attempts to contact the other
side) also took place here in this
space in the more recent past.
Hewitt is probably most amazed
at how some things have changed
in Lewiston, and also how some
things have stayed the same. He
would certainly be pleased that the

chill of that December night —
everything they had built, swept
away in the smoke. It was said
that, even as just a small boy of
only 10 years of age, Hewitt acted
in a most courageous manner.
They returned to the home-
stead, following the peace, and

floor into one of Lewiston’s most
delightfully charming indoor ven-
ues, featuring monthly musical,
theatrical and children’s events.
For more information, check out
“Phantoms of the Opera Hall” on
Facebook or email Phantomsoft-
heOperaHall@gmail.com.
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LEGAL NOTICE
NOTICE is given that a PENDING
license, for LIQUOR, WINE, BEER
& CIDER has been applied for by
MARLBORO KITCHEN & BAR LLC
dba MARLBORO KITCHEN & BAR to
sell LIQUOR, WINE, BEER & CIDER at
retail in a BAR/TAVERN located at 5894
WARD RD., SANBORN, NY, 14132,
COUNTY OF NIAGARA, State of New
York, under the Alcoholic Beverage
Control Law for on premises consump-
tion.
Tribune/Sentinel
February 16 and 23, 2024

LEGAL NOTICE

NOTICE is given that a PENDING
license, for LIQUOR, WINE, BEER &
CIDER has been applied for by NJAGARA
UNIVERSITY ICE COMPLEX, INC.
dba DWYER ICE ARENA to sell
LIQUOR, WINE, BEER & CIDER at
retail in a BAR/TAVERN located at 5795
LEWISTON ROAD, LEWISTON, NY,
14092, COUNTY OF NIAGARA, State of
New York, under the Alcoholic Beverage
Control Law for on premises consumption
Tribune/Sentinel

February 16 and 23, 2024

LEGAL NOTICE

NOTICE is given that a PENDING license,
for LIQUOR, WINE, BEER & CIDER has
been applied for by RIVIERA THEATRE
& ORGAN PRESERVATION SOCIETY,
INC. dba THE RIVIERA THEATRE to
sell LIQUOR, WINE, BEER & CIDER
at retail in a LEGITIMATE THEATER
located at 67 WEBSTER ST., NORTH
TONAWANDA, NY, 14120, COUNTY
OF NIAGARA, State of New York, under
the Alcoholic Beverage Control Law for
on premises consumption.
Tribune/Sentinel

February 16 and 23, 2024

LEGAL NOTICE
Notice of Formation of 716 WISE
GUYS LLC (the “LLC”) filed Articles
of Organization with the New York
Department of State on 11/21/2023. Office
location: Niagara County. The New York

Secretary of State is designated as agent
of the LLC upon whom process against it
may be served and is directed to forward
service of process to 2051 Military Road,
Niagara Falls, NY 14304. Purpose: any
lawful activity.

Tribune/Sentinel

January 12, 19 and 26 and February 2, 9
and 16, 2024

LEGAL NOTICE

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF A
DOMESTIC LIMITED LIABILITY
COMPANY

Name of LLC: ASG1982, LLC Date of
filing of Articles of Organization with the
NY Dept. of State: 01/31/2023. Office of
the LLC: 577 Briarwood Lane, Lewiston,
NY 14092, Niagara County. The NY
Secretary of State has been designated
as the agent upon whom process may be
served. NYSS may mail a copy of pro-
cess to the LLC at 577 Briarwood Lane,
Lewiston, NY 14092. Purpose of LLC:
Any lawful activity. No specific duration
attached to LLC.

Tribune/Sentinel

January 12, 19 and 26 and February 2, 9
and 16, 2024

LEGAL NOTICE
ECON MANAGING, LLC NOTICE
OF FORMATION of a domestic
Limited Liability Company (LLC):
DATE OF FORMATION: The Atrticles
of Organization were filed with the
New York State Secretary of State on
August 30, 2023. NEW YORK OFFICE
LOCATION: Niagara County AGENT
FOR PROCESS: The Secretary of State
is designated as Agent upon whom pro-
cess against the LLC may be served. The
Secretary of State shall mail a copy of any
process against the LLC to 639 18th St.
Unit 1F, Niagara Falls New York 14301.
PURPOSE: To engage in any lawful act
or activity.
Tribune/Sentinel
January 12, 19 and 26 and February 2, 9
and 16, 2024

LEGAL NOTICE
FRUITION IMPROVEMENTS LLC
- Notice of Formation of Fruition

Improvements LLC. Arts. of Org. filed
with NY Dept. of State: 01/04/24. Office
location: Orleans County. Sec. of State
designated agent of LLC upon whom
process against it may be served and shall
mail process to: 227 Pearl St., Medina, NY
14103. Purpose: all lawful purposes.
Tribune/Sentinel

January 12, 19 and 26 and February 2, 9
and 16, 2024

LEGAL NOTICE
NOTICE OF FORMATION OF A
DOMESTIC LIMITED LIABILITY
COMPANY Name of LLC: Lindsay’s
Jerk Spot LLC. Date of filing of
Articles of Organization with the NY
Dept. of State: 11.26.23. Office of the
LLC: Niagara County. United States
Corporation Agents, INC. has been des-
ignated as the agent upon whom process
may be served. NYSS may mail a copy
of process to the LLC at 7014 13th Ave,
Suite 202, Brooklyn, NY 11228. Purpose
of LLC: food services. No specific dura-
tion attached to LLC
Tribune/Sentinel
January 12, 19 and 26 and February 2, 9
and 16, 2024

LEGAL NOTICE
Notice of Formation of Lum, Velasco
& Associates, LLC (the “LLC”) filed
Articles of Organization with the New
York Department of State on 12/06/2023.
Office location: Niagara County. The
New York Secretary of State is desig-
nated as agent of the LLC upon whom
process against it may be served and is
directed to forward service of process to
1207 N. Military Rd, Niagara Falls, NY
14304. Purpose: any lawful activity.
Tribune/Sentinel
January 12, 19 and 26 and February 2, 9
and 16, 2024

LEGAL NOTICE
Notice of Formation of MT Altimeter,
LLC Date of filing of Articles of
Organization with the NY Dept. of
State (SSNY):1/3/2024. Office Location
5583 Davison Road, Lockport, New
York 14094: c/o The Limited Liability
Company. Niagara County. The NY
Secretary of State has been designated
as the agent upon whom process may be
served. NYSS may mail a copy of pro-
cess to the LLC at 5583 Davison Road,

Lockport, New York 14094. Purpose of
LLC: any lawful purpose. No specific
duration attached to LLC.
Tribune/Sentinel

January 12, 19 and 26 and February 2, 9
and 16, 2024

LEGAL NOTICE
SDA DEEDS LLC. Filed 12/13/23.
Office: Niagara Co. SSNY desig. as
agent for process & shall mail to: c/o
Scott Amsdill, 188 57th St, Niagara
Falls, NY 14304. Purpose: General.
Tribune/Sentinel
January 12, 19 and 26 and February 2, 9
and 16, 2024

LEGAL NOTICE
THE RUST BELT MANSION LLC.
Filed 12/1/23. Office: Niagara Co. SSNY
desig. as agent for process & shall mail
to: ¢/o Mary Lucchetti, 921 Vanderbilt
Ave, Niagara Falls, NY 14305. Purpose:
General.
Tribune/Sentinel
January 12, 19 and 26 and February 2, 9
and 16, 2024

LEGAL NOTICE
NOTICE OF FORMATION OF A
DOMESTIC LIMITED LIABILITY
COMPANY Name of LLC Visions
Day Care Center LLC Filed August 10,
2022. Office of the LLC: 300 Hyde Park
Boulevard, Niagara Falls NY, 14303.
Niagara County. The NY Secretary of
State has been designated as the agent
upon whom the process may be served.
NYSS may mail a copy of the process
to the LLC at 300 Hyde Park Boulevard,
Niagara Falls, NY 14303. Purpose of
LLC: Daycare. No specific duration is
attached to the LLC
Tribune/Sentinel
January 12, 19 and 26 and February 2, 9
and 16, 2024

LEGAL NOTICE

Notice of Self Storage Sale

Please take notice The Storage Mall -
Lockport located at 6680 Lincoln Ave.
Lockport NY 14094 intends to hold a
sale of the property stored in the below
listed Storage Spaces. The public sale
shall occur as an online auction via
www.storageauctions.com on 2/27/2024
at 10:00AM. Unless listed below, the
contents consist of household goods and

furnishings. Sanita J John-Harris unit
#F013; Brian L Shellman unit #W022.
This sale may be withdrawn at any time
without notice. See manager for details.
Tribune/Sentinel

February 9 and 16, 2024

LEGAL NOTICE
Notice of Self Storage Sale
Please take notice The Storage Mall -
Wheatfield located at 2595 Niagara Falls
Blvd. Niagara Falls NY 14304 intends to
hold a sale of the property stored in the
below listed Storage Spaces. The public
sale shall occur as an online auction via
www.storageauctions.com on 2/27/2024
at 10:00AM. Unless listed below, the
contents consist of household goods and
furnishings. Samonte Nix unit #B074;
Timothy Penner unit #C181; Kimberly
Rodeffer unit #E309; Steven Vaccaro
unit#E331. This sale may be withdrawn
at any time without notice. See manager
for details.
Tribune/Sentinel
February 9 and 16, 2024

LEGAL NOTICE
PUBLIC HEARING TOWN OF
WHEATFIELD
LEGAL NOTICE IS HEREBY
GIVEN, that the Town Board of the
Town of Wheatfield will hold a Public
Hearing on the 4th day of March, 2024
at 6:45 PM, at the Town Hall, 2800
Church Road, Wheatfield, New York,
for purposes of considering and pos-
sibly revising a Local Law to amend
the Town of Wheatfield Code to estab-
lish a six-month moratorium, with an
optional up to six (6) month extension
on applications and approvals of Major
Subdivisions. Copies of the Local Law
can be reviewed at Wheatfield Town
Hall, 2800 Church Road, during nor-
mal business hours and on the Town of
Wheatfield’s website, www.wheatfield.

ny.us.

All interested members of the public
shall be heard.

TOWN BOARD OF THE TOWN OF
WHEATFIELD

Kathleen Harrington-McDonell

Town Clerk

Tribune/Sentinel

February 16, 2024
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